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 crowned co-Emperor by the Pope at Christmas 967. The
negotiations failed, and Otto then attempted the conquest
of Apulia from the Eastern Emperor, who was embarrassed
by Moslem raids and had recently had to submit to the
surrender of the whole of Sicily. An early victory was
followed by failure to capture Bari, and though Otto gained
some further success he lost the aid of Pandulf, who- was
taken prisoner by the Byzantines. The murder of the
Emperor Nicephorus in December 969 brought this indecisive
warfare to an end. His successor, John Tzimisces, was
wholly occupied in the East, and consented to come to terms.
Otto retained his suzerainty over Capua and Benevento, but
abandoned his attack on Byzantine territory. In return, he
achieved what had been denied to Charlemagne when in
April 972 his son, Otto II, was married at Rome to the Greek
princess, Theophano, daughter of Romanus II. This com-
pleted his task in Italy, and in August he returned to Germany,
from which he had been absent for six years. He had only
a few months to live, but his work was done, and his fame
was world-wide. From all lands, even from the Moslems in
Africa, embassies came to Germany to do him honour. This
universal recognition was a fitting ending to the great reign
which closed on the 7 May 973. His chief associates had
preceded him to the grave—his brother, Bruno, in 965, his
son, William, in 968, and the faithful Saxons, Gero in 965 and
Herman in the same year as his master. The destinies of
the Empire lay in the hands of young men, as yet untried,
ambitious but lacking in the statesmanship and the devotion
of the generation that had passed away.
The new ruler was barely eighteen years of age. Small,
sturdy, and of a ruddy complexion which caused him to be
known as " the Red," he was filled with pride in his exalted
position and self-confidence in his capacity to maintain it.
He soon found that, as was usual, the accession of a new
ruler gave the signal for the outbreak of disturbances ;
though not so serious as those with which his father had been
faced when he came to the throne, they were sufficiently
troublesome to keep him occupied with German affairs for
seven years, and unable to turn his attention to his more
attractive kingdom, of Italy.

